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Learning Styles

The survey indicates, in very broad terms, what learning style you prefer, in other words, how you prefer to
learn. Some writers believe that there are five main types of learning styles: visual (seeing), auditory
(listening) or kinaesthetic (doing), intrapersonal (working alone) and interpersonal (working with others). It
is impossible to neatly classify learners as many will show a mix of learning styles. However, learners will
each have learning preferences and teachers will also favour certain teaching and learning styles. Therefore,
portant that teachers are aware of what they prefer and what their students enjoy doing in class so
that they can ensure a variety of learner styles is catered for which will best meet their students’ needs
overall.
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End Notes

Itisi

portant to remember the following points from the unit

Teachers can use a range of strategies to help their students understand new language. It is
important to decide how you are going to help students with mezning at the planning stage by
choosing an appropriate strategy for each language item.

It is necessary to convey meaning before checking that students have understood. This can be done
with pictures, a situation or a text. Establishing a clear context wil aid students' understanding of
any new language.

There are many different ways of checking meaning: diagrams, such as clines and timelines,
personalisation, non-verbal responses, examples, synonyms and opposites, paraphrase/explanation,
and extension. It is important to select techniques which are appropriate to the specific language
items you plan to teach.

A very good way to check mear to ask concept questions. These short, simple questions help
to pinpoint meaning and allow teachers to check students have understood the target language. In
order to write effective concept questions it s first necessary to analyse the context and the target
language, then define the meaning as simply as possible with two or three sentences, and finally turn
these sentences into questions.

Finally, try not to let these techniques stop you observing your students carefully. Look at them and
monitor their reactions. Ensure that you do not ‘over check e.g. if you are teaching the word ‘apple’
and you have an apple to show the students, you probably do not then need too much further concept
checking. The more you observe your students and get to know their level, the better you will be able
to gauge how thorough you need to be at the concept checking stage.
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Why Correct

As can been seen from the interviews, students often like to be corrected and see it as a valuable part of the
learning process. Indeed, this view is in line with what is known about how people learn languages. A lot of
research suggests that people learn through trial and error. When students speak in English they are often
experimenting with the language they know, trying out ideas and attempting to communicate. In this sense
they are trying to make progress and mistakes can be evidence of them trying out new language. Correction
is a way of giving students feedback on how effective they have been in using the new language and can
thus be viewed in positive terms. Feedback should focus on both successful language as well as improving
learner language. It can be seen as supporting students in their attempts to extend what they can do in
English, and acknowledging that they are making progress.

“This view also blurs the traditional distinction between correction and teaching. For example, if a student is
struggling to use a recently leart grammar structure and the teacher supplies the correct version, then it
can be argued that the ‘correction’ is, in fact, part of the learning process and not a criticism of students.
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End Notes

Itis important to remember the following points from the unit

+ Grammar can be viewed as the 'the glue that holds the language together’. In comparison to
lexis, it carries relatively lttle meaning in itself.

* When teaching grammar it is necessary to clarify its meaning, form, pronunciation and
appropriacy. Equally, it is important to focus on the grammar in a clear context and provide
‘opportunities for the students to practise the language in a meaningful and communicative way.

+ Remember that when teaching grammar teachers can use the students as a resource. After
grammaring tasks, highlight correct and incorrect examples the students have produced so that they
can see what they can do and what they still need to focus on. This makes leamers see the relevance
of grammar because it relates to the language they produced.
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Reading List

1F you would like to learn more about supplementing the coursebook, we recommend looking at one or two
of the following:

Technology in the classroom
Dudeney, G and Hockly, N (2007) How to Teach English with Technology Harlow: Pearson Longman

Dogme
Meddings, L & Thornbury, S (2009) Teaching Unplugged: Dogme in English Language Teaching DELTA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4pjfEgEbG
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5ZPIrMajDA&feature=1

Useful websites for teachers
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/
http://vww.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/lear
‘www. onestopenglish.com

www theteacherscomer.net

www. puzzlemaker-school.discovery.com

www sitesforteachers.com
www.teachingenglish.org.uk/try

www teachers-pet.org
www.cambridge.org/elt/more/teachers
www.longman-elt.com

http://www.eslgames. com/edutainment/songs.htm





